[Children with stumbling gait due to acute spinal cord compression].
Three previously healthy children, two girls aged 2 and almost 5 years and a boy aged 20 months, developed a progressively stumbling gait within days. In two this occurred after a period of weeks during which they complained of, or seemed to have back pain. In all three cases acute spinal cord compression by a malignant tumour was diagnosed. Histological examination revealed Ewing sarcoma, granulocytic sarcoma and T-cell lymphoma. Surgical decompression led to complete neurological recovery. Although rare, acute spinal cord compression during childhood is a medical emergency because of the risk of neurological morbidity. Back pain, weakness and a stumbling gait usually are the first symptoms. Sensory symptoms and sphincter dysfunction may develop later. Early recognition is essential, as prognosis depends on neurological findings and duration of symptoms when treatment is started.